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Mr A Walker 
Development Manager Team Leader 
Wiltshire Council 

Nina Garner 
Environmental and Planning Specialist 

National Grid 

   15 February 2024 

Planning Reference: PL/2022/09258       SENT VIA EMAIL 

Dear Mr Walker,   

RE: Biodiversity Net Gain for Full Planning Application: Proposed Works at Minety 
Substation, Minety, Wiltshire, SN16 9DX. 

 

Project Background and Needs Case 

The Minety development proposal comprises of an extension of the existing substation comprising 
installation of 400/132kV 240MVA SuperGrid Transformer, 3 number 400/33kV 150MVA SuperGrid 
Transformers, circuit breakers, construction of retaining wall and 33kV switch room, formation of 
access road, culverting of watercourse, erection of fencing and associated works.  

National Grid has a statutory duty to offer a customer a connection and to be economic and efficient 
in developing and operating the transmission system whilst also having regard to the preservation of 
amenity when developing the network. In developing the scheme at Minety, National Grid has 
sought to balance these requirements and meet its statutory duties.  

The works are required to; 

• facilitate connection of nine customers that will provide 450MVA of battery energy storage 
system (BESS) and solar generation to the grid system, 

• achieve greater reliability of the existing substation to enable the increase in embedded 
generation within the local Distribution Network Operator (DNO), Southern Electric Power 
Distribution plc (SEPD). 

• 240MVA of additional capacity for the DNO to enable meet increased energy demand from 
businesses and consumers in the wider region.  

• All these aspects will enable the decarbonisation of the electricity supply network. 

The background “Needs Case” for the development is set out in more detail in the report attached 
with this letter. 

 

National Grid’s Biodiversity Net Gain Commitments  

National Grid have an internal policy, underpinned by a formal and adopted business procedure, to 
deliver a minimum target of 10% biodiversity net gain on all schemes. To ensure National Grid fulfil 
these obligations, net gain commitments and evidence (including ecological surveys, BNG reports 
etc.) are reported to the regulator, Ofgem. 

During project development ecological surveys and a BNG assessment were undertaken in line with 
best practice. Following comments received from the Council’s Ecologist in March 2023, National 
Grid commissioned additional ecological surveys and an updated BNG report which was then 
submitted to the Council on 11 July 2023, along with a Habitat Creation Strategy. These documents 
outline National Grid’s approach to BNG at the existing Minety substation site.  
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Due to the site constraints, including existing electrical infrastructure, ancient woodland and 
surrounding approved planning applications, resulting in limited available land, it is not feasible to 
achieve no net loss or deliver 10% net gain within our own land ownership at the site. Therefore, in 
order to deliver our BNG commitments, we have recognised that a combination of onsite and off-site 
compensation would be required to achieve 10% net gain (see onsite strategy in Figure 1 below).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Onsite compensation strategy, extracted from the Habitat Creation Strategy submitted to 
the Council on 11 July. 

 

Whilst we appreciate that offsite compensation is viewed as a last resort, Core Policy 50 of the 
Wiltshire Core Strategy does recognise that, offsite compensation “will be necessary in some 
instances where other approaches cannot guarantee no net less and avoidable losses are 
outweighed by other sustainability considerations”.  

National Grid have explored alternative options and have had ongoing BNG discussions with local 
delivery partners including the Wildlife Trust, Environment Bank, Bristol Avon Catchment Market 
and the Council to explore options for offsite net gain, however none of these had available the type 
of Biodiversity Units required. See Appendix A – D for correspondence. As a result, National Grid 
have agreed to make a financial contribution to Wiltshire Council for securing of biodiversity net gain 
within Wiltshire, subject to completion of a legal agreement.    

I hope the above is helpful in clarifying the position and will enable the Council to proceed to 
consider NGET’s application at the next committee. Should you require any further information, I am 
happy to arrange a call. 

  

Yours sincerely 

Nina Garner 

Environmental and Planning Specialist (Consents) 

National Grid 

Ancient 
Woodland 

Solar farm to north of the site, 
consented under 20/03528/FUL 

Existing BESS to south of the site & 
proposed BESS southwest of the site, 

consented under PL/2022/05504 

BESS to east of site, 
consented under 
20/07390/FUL 
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Appendix A – Environment Bank Correspondence  
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Appendix B – Wiltshire Wildlife Trust  
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Appendix C – Bristol and Avon Catchment Market 



 

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.  
Registered in England and Wales No. 2366977 8 

 

 



 

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.  
Registered in England and Wales No. 2366977 9 

 

 


